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It’s not all roses by tim

Neet

Sometimes, as we talk
about the wonderful suc-
cess of the ministry in
Karansi, we are prone to
forget about the struggles
and the difficulties that are
still there. It is so great to
write about the success of
the Karansi School and the
kids that are now getting
substantially better educa-
tion. It is exciting to hear
of the widows who are
being served and know
that they have rejoiced in
the visits of Perimeter
Short Term Journey
Teams, bringing to them
provisions and life neces-
sities for Christmas. We
know that God is pleased
to see needs being met and
to see the obvious growth
of His church. I just want
to smell the roses and
know that all of this is a
powerful fragrance to
Him.

Although I like to smell
roses and see the fruit of

our efforts — I should not
be fooled into looking

through rose colored
glasses — seeing the suc-
cesses but forgetting about
the difficulties. Life is
still difficult in Karansi.
As transformation comes,
life will get better, but in
process — troubles still
abound. It is good to re-
member that God works in
amazing ways in the midst
of troubles. It is challeng-
ing to know that God de-
sires his church to work
together and to share one
another’s burden.

This past week, we heard
about one of the tragedies
of life from Karansi. A
little boy, only seven years
old, died from mistakenly
taking poison that he
thought was medicine.
Luckson Nicodemus Lu-
kumai KACO016 had been
in our programs since he
was 2 years old and had
been sponsored by the
same family at Perimeter.
He had started Kindergar-

ten last year and was liv-
ing alone with his grand-
mother. Pray for his fam-
ily, for Headmaster God-
frey as he comforts Luck-
sons classmates and for
Pastor Wariaeli as he
ministers to them all. It is
reassuring to know that
for virtually all of his
young life Luckson was
exposed to the gospel, the
loving arms of Jesus, and
the faithfulness of His

people serving in Karansi.
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Struggles and Serving by Tim Neet & Judy Delaney

Many of the children that
are in Project Child are
fortunate to have living
parents, but others have
witnessed parents die and
thus have needed to as-
sume larger responsibili-
ties in the home. Judy
Delaney, a Child Sponsor,
recently visited the home
of her child in Karansi.
Following is an excerpt of
an email back home after

a recent visit. “My emo-
tions are really a jumble,
more so than any other
trip I’ve had here. I feel
so blessed in that I feel I
have had a divine ap-
pointment to be here at
this time and thank all of
you for making it possi-
ble. We arrived

safely Friday night and
walked out of the airport
to a sweltering 84 degrees

at 8:00 at night. My heart
is broken for the difficult
conditions here with the
extreme

drought. Everything is so
dry and dusty it is oppres-
sive. The people and even
the cattle are skinny be-
cause of the lack of rain.
There is no grass any-
where. The gardens and
the fields of crops are all
dead. How I wish we
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could share some of our Atlanta rain with
them! As we drove out of Karansi today
we saw a group of people beside the road
with a slaughtered animal. When we ques-
tioned, we were told it was a wilde-

beast. The wildebeasts and the zebras
have come to the village because of the
lack of water and grasses. The lions could
not be too far behind since they feed on
both of these animals. We were concerned
for all the many children who are guarding
goats alone in the fields.

My heart was broken mostly for my spon-
sored child, Jennifa Sarubabi. Right be-
fore our appointed visit, I asked the school
headmaster, Godfrey, if there was anything
special I needed to know about Jennifa...
any problems or concerns. He said |
needed to give her lots or encouragement
since her mother, Grace, had died a couple
of months ago. I was so shocked, remem-
bering my visit with her last year. She was
such a beautiful Christian and such a lov-
ing, hard-working mother. I had about 2
hours with Jennifa. She was so sad. Her

It’s Off to School

eyes showed such pain and grief, yet she
smiled with joy to see me. I hugged and
hugged and hugged her since she has had
no one to do that in a while. She is 13, but
looks about 10-11. She is now the
“mama” of the household. She has two
brothers and a younger sister, Hosianna,
who is 3, at home. She does all the cook-
ing and clothes washing. There is really
no cleaning since there is nothing to clean.
There is no running water and no electric-
ity. Her father is disabled and unable to
work. Since it gets really dark here by
6:30-7:00, I could not imagine when she
had time to study. We visited with her
family and Samwel, her father, asked that I
pray for a house for the family to live

in. They have a rented place, practically a
shack. Two older siblings (one is a house
maid in Arusha and another an infre-
quently employed mechanic in Kenya), try
to send a little money to them when they
can so they can pay the rent. I took them
a kilo of maize and they were so thank-
ful. That will feed the family for about a
month!

When I asked both the schoolmaster and

Pastor Warielli about their situation, they
both just said, it is very very bad. They
were concerned about them having food or
a place to live. The church has been help-
ing to give them food for the past two
months. Evidently the mother was the
person keeping the family going. The 3
year old looked totally withdrawn and de-
spondent. All of this certainly puts into
perspective our own concerns back

home. What a responsibility that little girl
has now. She is a Christian and totally
loves Jesus and is believing that God will
help her family now. I felt I was able to be
God’s arms around her for just a little
while and was so thankful to have the op-
portunity to be here at this time to offer
some comfort to Jennifa.”

Pray for Jennifa and her family. Pray that
she will be able to remain in school while
she tries to care for her home. Pray that
Pastor Wariaeli and the church will con-
tinue to have the resources to share with
the family, and pray for Jennifa’s sponsors
as they seek to help and care from afar.

It is January and a new school year has
begun in Karansi. As far as we know,
every child has advanced in his or her
grade level. The ABSOLUTELY TER-
RIFIC NEWS is that every one of the
Standard 7 students passed their na-
tional exam and are eligible to go onto
the 8" grade — or Form 1 as it is called
in Tanzania. Our Karansi School had
some of the highest grades in the Re-
gion.

oversight and counsel.

So, how will all of this be funded?
Good question — cause it is not free.
We are pursuing several avenues. One
is to find what Compassion will con-
tribute since the children will no
longer be in the Karansi area during

So, since our school only goes to the 7 .

grade — what are we going to do with

our kids now that they have passed and |
are eligible for Secondary School? The

government schools continue to have
problems with funding, class size,
teachers and resources, so Pastor Wari-
aeli and Headmaster Godfrey set out to
find good quality Christian Private
Schools. For now, we have settled on
two. Eleven of our students have
headed off to St Dorcas near Moshi
and the remainder have begun classes
at Kikatiti near USA River. Both are
boarding schools where the students
will continue to develop in scholastic,
leadership and faith areas. Godfrey and
Pastor Wariaeli will continue to provide

the school year and the school will be
taking care of their basic needs. Terry
Mechling will be exploring this option
when he is in Tanzania in February
and has already been discussing possi-
bilities with Compassion USA. (All

but three of the students have been
sponsored via Compassion rather
than Project Child.)

We have established a Scholarship
Fund at Perimeter and have begun
seeking donations. We anticipate the
total cost including room, board,
books, supplies etc, will run about
$1,000 per student for the year.
While this is a significant investment
— we anticipate that it will result in

" furthering the long term success of
@ our programs in Karansi and return

fully educated students to the village,
completing the investment that we
have made thus far. If you are inter-

- | ested in providing a full or partial

| scholarship please make your pay-

““ ment out to Perimeter Church with a
Students Heading off to St Dorcas Lutheran School

note Tanzania Scholarship Fund.

Contact timneet(@att.net with ques-

tions.
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